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The Christmas Prophecies – Part 3           
Isaiah 9:6-7                Readings – Psalm 2 


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Once parents discover that they are going to have a baby one of the things they need to do is to pick a name.  And I am sure that there are parents here who have had long discussions about names (  But eventually the chosen name ends up on the birth certificate and in a birth notice in a newspaper or on Facebook. 

According to the Guinness Book of Records,  
· The longest name to appear on a birth certificate is Rhoshandiatellyneshiaunneveshenk Koyaanisquatsiuth Williams who was born September 12, 1984, to Mr. and Mrs. James Williams of Beaumont, Texas.  Three weeks later Mr. Williams filed an amendment that expanded his daughter's first name to 1,019 letters and he added thirty-six letters to her middle name.  Poor girl!

· A. Lindup-Badarou of Truro, England, as of March 1995, had a total of 3,530 first names registered as his full name.  
Well, it can be the case that parents have baby names figured out many months before the child is born.  So you hear parents talking about little Billy or Betty months before the baby is born.  But that is nothing compared to the birth notice before us today.  vv6-7 are a birth notice; they announce the birth of a son and tell us his name.  But this birth notice was published over 700 years before the child was born!  And that makes it surely the most astonishing birth notice ever!
It is the third of our Isaiah Christmas prophecies.  
· In Chapter 4 we read about the Branch of the Lord.   And we saw that the Branch of the Lord referred to Jesus as a descendant of David, and we learned that His kingdom would be an eternal and perfectkingdom.  
· And last week, from chapter 7, we saw that the promised Son of David King would be the result of a virgin birth and that His name would be Immanuel, which means… God with us.  
· Well, the theme of a son being born who has special names continues here in Chapter 9 as does talk of an eternal and perfect kingdom.
And we want to consider this astonishing birth notice by first of all looking at the context of the Royal Son’s birth notice, then the majestic names of the Royal Son, and finally the magnificent kingdom of the Royal Son.  
And we do this, congregation, to be amazed and astonished by who Jesus is and what He came to do.  We want to make use of this Christmas prophecy that we might be filled with awe and wonder at Jesus!  But we do this also to be reminded not to fix our hope not on the flawed kings and Prime-ministers of this world but on the Lord Jesus.   
I. So first of all, a few words about the context of this astonishing birth notice:
A. Isaiah spoke these words to the people of Judah – the Southern Kingdom.  We have learned that Israel had split into two kingdoms – Israel in the North and Judah in the South.  We have learned also that Israel and Judah would soon be invaded by Assyria as part of God’s judgment on their wickedness.  And the last verses of ch. 8 speak about that time as a time of gloom and thick darkness.  
B. But as ch. 9 opens, we are presented with a total contrast.  We see in v2 that “the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone.”  
C. And of course, it is always darkness that makes light shine so brightly.  Right now it is Christmas time and many people light up their houses with spectacular Christmas light displays.  Have any of you toured around to see the best ones?  Well, I bet you didn’t do this at Midday, right?  You do this at night-time because that is when lights shine brightly.  

D. Well, when Jesus was born it was a time of great spiritual darkness. Verse 1 mentions Galilee as the place where the light shines.  So, do you boys and girls know what town Jesus grew up in?  Nazareth.  And Nazareth was in Galilee.  And He spent a lot of time during His public ministry healing and preaching in Galilee.  And the majority of people there were pagan Gentiles, which means non-Jews.  But even amongst the Jews there was a lot of man-made religion and unbelief.  There was also a lot of demonic activity and disease there.  So spiritually speaking, it was a place of thick darkness.  But do you remember how John described Jesus from our Gospel of John sermons?  He is “the light of men” that “shines in the darkness.”  He came and He healed and He cast out demons and He taught them about the kingdom of God in a way that the teachers of the Law did not.  Jesus shone brightly because the world was a very dark place then.
E. But we have seen that these Christmas prophecies often have what are called multiple fulfillments.  So, although Jesus brought the light of salvation into the world back then, the kingdom described in vv3-5, and 7 is not yet here in its fullness.  So these words are also a sign for us about the Second Coming of the Lord Jesus.  
II. So let’s turn our attention, secondly, to the majestic names of the Royal Son, as they are listed in v6.  Modern day Jewish commentators argue that these words were about Hezekiah, Ahaz’s son and the king that came after him.  For Hezekiah was a very godly king.  But the references to this child as “Mighty God” and “Everlasting Father” would not be used to refer to just a human king; they clearly have a divine figure in view.  And that is because they are about the Lord Jesus.  So let’s look at each of these titles or names:
A. The first is Wonderful Counselor.  And of course, that’s really two names or titles isn’t it, wonderful and counselor.

1. Wonderful means extraordinarily good or great, exciting a feeling of wonder; marvelous, extremely good, exciting or causing marvel, tending to excite wonder; surprising, extraordinary, surprisingly excellent; very admirable, extremely impressive.
a. And the NT reveals Jesus as wonderful: We are told that “The chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did.”  We read that the people wondered at the gracious words that were coming from His mouth.”  He is spoken of as “Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God... by wonders.”  And the Apostles, we are told, performed many “wonders... through the name of [the] servant Jesus.”  Jesus is wonderful!
b. Do you think of Jesus as wonderful?  Do you stand in awe of the Name of Jesus Christ?  Congregation, Jesus is wonderful!  His birth is wonderful.  His life is wonderful.  His words are Wonderful.  His miracles are Wonderful.  His death is Wonderful.  His resurrection is Wonderful.  His ascension is Wonderful.  His intercession on our behalf is Wonderful.  And His Second Coming will be Wonderfully wonderful.
c. I once heard of a man riding on a train who was looking out the window and saying, “Wonderful, wonderful, wonderful, wonderful, wonderful.”  And the man sitting next to him said, "Why do you think everything is wonderful?" He said, “I've been blind and I've just had surgery and I'm seeing things that I had long since forgotten how beautiful they are.  And they are wonderful to me.”  Well my friend, if Jesus is not wonderful to you, you need something done to your spiritual eyes so you can see just how wonderful Jesus is.  He is wonderful!
2. But He is wonderful counselor.

a. I expect that many of us have benefited from counselors.  They are people who give wise advice.  Sometimes we need a financial counselor or a marriage counselor or legal counsel.
b. Well, the NT reveals Jesus to be our wonderful counselor: When the people heard Jesus preach and teach, they asked, “Where did this man get this wisdom?”   And in 1 Cor. 1, Jesus is called “the wisdom of God.”  There was a time when many people were abandoning Jesus.  He said to His disciples, “Do you want to go as well?”  But Peter replied, “Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.”   
c. Congregation, Jesus gives us far more than words of advice; He gives us words of eternal life.  And even though He has returned to heaven, we have His word in the Bible and He has given us the Holy Spirit as a permanent counselor.  
d. So if you have a problem today, by all means seek the help of counselors, but first and foremost, turn to Jesus.  Open His word and ask His Spirit to give you wise counsel.  Jesus is wonderful Counselor.
B. But the Royal Son is also Mighty God.  
1. Mighty means having great strength, force, or intensity; being powerful or strong, possessing impressive power.  
2. John the Baptist said about Jesus, “He that comes after me is mightier than I.”  Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”  
3. And notice that He is not just mighty but mighty God!  A moment ago I quoted the words of Peter about Jesus having the words of eternal life.  Peter then said, “We have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”  When the disciple Thomas saw the nail scars in Jesus hands and feet, He said, “My Lord and my God!”  And in Colossians 1:19 we are told, “In Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.”  Jesus is mighty God!
4. Isaiah wrote to a people who had suffered under bad kings and who would soon suffer in exile.  And even after returning from exile, there would be Greek rule and Roman rule and no prophets for 400 years.  They needed a word of hope.  Well, mighty God speaks of power and sovereignty!  But this is a message for you today also. You may be struggling with things like illness or unbelieving children or relationship strife.  There are brothers and sisters in China struggling with persecution.  Well, Jesus is mighty God.  Preach this to yourself, over and over again – Jesus is mighty God!
C. But the Royal Son is also Everlasting Father.  
1. And first of all, Isaiah is not saying that Jesus is the Father.  The Father and the Son are distinct persons of the Trinity.  What Isaiah is emphasizing with this title is the unity of the Godhead.  In our Gospel of John sermons, we have already heard Jesus say, “The Son can do nothing of His own accord, but only what He sees the Father doing.  For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.”  And soon we will hear Jesus say, “I and the Father are one” and “he that has seen me has seen the Father.”  You simply cannot separate the Son from the Father or from the Holy Spirit – they are one in three and three in one.  
2. But note also that He is Everlasting Father.  In one of our very recent John sermons, we heard Jesus say, “Before Abraham was, I am.”  It is almost impossible for us to grasp, but when Jesus was born He had existed as a human being for just 9 months, but as God He was without beginning.  
3. Some of you will know of the front cover of Time magazine from April 8, 1966 that asked “Is God Dead?”  The article was written by John T. Elson.  Well, fast forward to 2018 and John T. Elson is dead but God is everlasting!   
4. So because Jesus is Father, He cares for His people.  And because He is everlasting, He can give us eternal life.  You have heard me say this many times, but according to recent studies, 10 out of every 10 people die.  I am sure you have been to a cemetery; you know that one day your body will be lowered into a grave.  Well, Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.”  Your only hope for eternal life is to believe that Jesus is the eternal Son of God and that He died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins.
D. But the Royal Son is also Prince of Peace.
1. You and I probably think of peace as quietness, but for many people in the world peace is the absence of war.  And sadly, nations have been at war since the fall of mankind.  And Jesus said that there would be war until He comes again. 
2. But there is also spiritual war in this world. You see, to be in unbelief is to be at war with God; there is no neutrality when it comes to God.  Romans 8:7 says, “For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God.”  
3. But the good news is that when Jesus arrived on this world, the angels sang, “Glory to God in the Highest, and on earth peace among those with whom He is pleased.”  And when Jesus was about to leave this world, He said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.” Ephesians 2:14 says, “He Himself is our peace.”  Romans 5:1 says, “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
4. The remedy for spiritual war is  faith in Christ.  When we believe that by His blood God’s wrath against our sins was satisfied, Jesus gives us peace with God. 
5. There once was a woman who lay dying in a hospital bed.  The hospital chaplain said to her, “Do you know that you're dying?”  She said, “Yes”.  He said, “Have you made peace with God?”  She said, “No.”  Concerned that maybe she didn't understand what he was saying, he asked her again, "Do you know you're dying?" She said, “Yes.”  “Have you made peace with God?” he asked.  She said, "No."  She said, “I am resting in the peace that Jesus made for me on the cross.”  
6. Do you have this peace; the peace that passes all understanding?  
III. But that still leaves the problem of war, doesn’t it.  Syria, Yemen, Ukraine…  So that is why, having considered the majestic name of the Royal Son, we must finish with a few words about the magnificent kingdom of the Royal Son.  And here we are referring to the words in v6 about the government being upon His shoulder and the words of v7 that speak about His government and peace and justice and righteousness. 
A. On Christmas Eve 1914, during the First World War, the guns fell silent along a 30-mile stretch of the Western Front.  Soldiers peered cautiously over the tops of trenches while a few emerged to repair their positions and bury the dead.  As darkness fell, some German troops set out lanterns and sang Christmas carols.  Men on the British side applauded and shouted greetings. The next day, German, French, and British troops met in no man’s land to shake hands, share food, and exchange gifts.  It was a brief respite from war that soon ended when the artillery and machine guns roared to life again.  But no one who experienced “The Christmas Truce,” as it became known, would ever forget how it felt and how it fuelled their longing for lasting peace.
B. Can you imagine lasting peace/no war?  Can you imagine no fighting?  Can you imagine no earthquakes and no famine and no plague and no disease?  Can you imagine no tears?  It’s almost impossible for us to imagine, isn’t it.  

C. These things are kept in check, today, by government.  Government is God’s gift to humanity to restrain evil and to promote good.  The problem is though that governments are made up of sinful men and women, just like you and me.  And politicians often fall in love with power and become corrupt and greedy.  
D. But this Christmas prophecy is pointing us to the government of the Lord Jesus Christ.  And we are told that there will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace.  
1. According to scientists, the universe is continually expanding.  Can you wrap your mind around that idea?  I can’t!  But what we are being told here is that even after Jesus comes again to bring the eternal and perfect kingdom, we will witness His forever expanding kingdom of grace – forever growing, forever accelerating, forever intensifying.  There will never be a moment when we will say, “This is the limit.  The Lord Jesus can’t think of anything new.  We’ve seen everything.”  No.  Every moment in eternity will be infinitely more wonderful than the last. 

2. I can understand why people who think that heaven is a place of puffy clouds where we sit and play harps and sing all day do not find that very exciting.  But heaven will be a place of activity and industry and creativity, without the constraints of time and sin.  Don’t you just want to be there?!
Well, all this is why it is good to celebrate the first coming of the Lord Jesus.  He came so that we might have peace with God through His work on the cross.  
But He came also that we might enjoy eternity with Him who is our Wonderful Counselor, mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of peace.  
And that is why in a few moments we will sing:
With that blessed hope before us,
Let no harp remain unstrung;
Let the mighty advent chorus
Onward roll on every tongue.
Christ is coming! Christ is coming!
Come, Lord Jesus, quickly come                          
And all God’s people said, Amen!
